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•  Are biomedical advances erasing Christian distinctives?
• 
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INTRODUCT ION

How would you answer?
Flesh and Bone and �e Protestant Conscience



ONE

Perplexed

My father passed away in his sleep, just as my sister had prayed thad he would. Her prayer was 



TWO

A loud and clear cry

�e Flesh and Bone and the Protestant Conscience series will explore a globe of ideas, in-
quiries and facts relating to human body parts and scientific explorations, medical procedures, 
practices relating to death, controversies about healthcare and end-of-life dilemmas, and enlight-
ening Bible passages.





https://www.unos.org/donation/facts/theological-perspective-on-organ-and-tissue-donation/

2 Cash for Kidneys: �e Case for a Market for Organs





�e advent of mechanical respiration introduced a way to keep a person alive beyond 





FOUR

Mistakes will be made



I9 1984 he asked an abortionist colleague to tape an ultrasound movie of an abortion. 
What they saw convicted them and they could no longer, in good conscience, abort babies. In 
the ultrasound, the fetus is seen pulling away from the probing instruments of the abortionist, 
crying out in pain, crying for help. �is video, �e Silent Scream



boundaries (Deut. 27:17) ––as the concept relates to ethical norms.

�ere is much we don’t know about the human body and the brain. Example: In 2007 
Zack Dunlap, 21, flipped over on his four-wheeler and sustained catastrophic brain injuries. 





dying or harming the healthy.

Doctors should not be involved in suchealings…

�e fundamental problem isealat one cannot get transplantable organs – ex-
pected to function in the body of another for 10 years – from the truly dead. 
Hence the attempts to redefine death in an anticipatory sense for alat purpose. 
All of them – the neurological and the recent faux circulatory – redefinitions 
are… no more alan legal fictions – inventions for ale purpose. Added to alat 
are the terrible alings certain members of our profession seem willing to do to 

-

ed organs becomes ale paramount consideration. - Dr. David Evans



References for hyperlinks:
1 Organ Facts website
http://www.organfacts.net/

National Right To Life links:
	 2 Download Your Will to Live Today
	 http://www.nrlc.org/medethics/willtolive/states/

	 3 Questions and Answers on the Will to Live 
	 http://www.nrlc.org/medethics/willtolive/qawtl/

	 4 Living in the Bullseye oE Euthanasia
	 http://www.nrlc.org/medethics/willtolive/cockželd/

5 ffle Real Myths oE Organ Donation





abortion. Teens using such methods seek abortions when their contraception fails. Imagine the 



with much of it.

Today there are glimmerings among young protestant couples who do not agree uthe 
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parents of this child or was the sperm donor and his wife the parent or the egg 
donor and her husband the parent or the surrogate mother and her husband the 



References for hyperlinks:
1 









whom we are asked to provide every conceivable rehabilitation program…Why 
then do we demand perfection for those who have physical and mental handi-
caps but go to great lengths to protect and tolerate gross imperfection from the 
much larger number who are morally handicapped? (paraphrased, ibid, p. 104)

References for hyperlinks:
1 Doctor Insists Parents of Baby With Cleft LiEMC 
D03hT1m7Tan
/Te Hims toD(eahf)-10? 
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sters or superheroes then you try to stop that, you don’t try to stop medically useful interventions 
because you’re worried that 17 steps down the line il will turn into something we don’t like.”

On the other hand, maybe when you find yourself on the slippery slope, your goal should 
be to climb to the top and help to hold the moral high ground, not to keep your toe or foothold 
on the slime.

References for hyperlinks:
1 YouTube Channel- StemCellFactsNow
https://www.youtube.com/user/StemCellFactsNow



TEN

DNA and the Protestant Conscience

It can be argued that the Protestant Conscience has been groggy and tenuous for the past hun-



figured out how to make a man.

Homme-lièvre (Man-hare) by Jean-Baptiste Coriolan 
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ELEVEN

Kidney stew, chopped liver, lobe of lung 
-- pancreas attack!

“�e immediate as well as the—insufficiently known—long term risks of a unilateral nephrec-
tomy (live kidney donation) in a perfectly healthy person cannot be called minimal or negli-
gible.” - ref1

I enjoy seeing the website slideshows with all the smiling faces of those who have re-
ceived organs from living donors and reading the success stories. But I wonder, how many of the 
recipients went to the trouble to research the risks for the donors before they happily accepted 
their kidney or other organ?

Why is it that searching on the internet for RISKS to LIVING DONORS only brings 







2 Ethics of Organ Transplantation
http://www.scribd.com/doc/37476062/Organ-Transplantation

3 Biofilms in the large bowel suggest an apparent function of the human vermiform appendix.
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Would you let your conscience be your guide?

Is my mind in 



known sin and to ASK for a greater portion of the Holy Spirit. (Luke 11:12, 13) t4siYes, even if we have 
been Christians for maay years, there are times of refreshing and these are to be sought: Seek 
and you will find.

What can harm or cloud the conscience?



Reference for hyperlink:
2 �e Commoditization of Human Beings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Ia1T5thh5w

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED 04-28-2014

La Conscience (d’après Victor Hugo) by François Chifflart

(Artist lived 1825-1901). This image is in the public domain because its copyright has expired.





After its founding in 1938, the Euthanasia Society of America grew to form an educa-



thought away, once admitted. It grows and seeks to confuse and to dominate.
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parliament would legalize assisted suicide for “terminal” or “progressive and ei-
ther terminal or life-shortening” conditions—undefined terms that could easily 
include chronic ailments such as diabetes…

Belgian law allows broad access to euthanasia and assisted suicide when “the 
patient is in a medically futile condition of constant unbearable physical or 
mental suffering” caused by an illness or injury, and which cannot be allevi-
ated… [�is has included] the joint euthanasia of elderly couples who preferred 
immediate death to eventually widowhood…

Belgian doctors also combine voluntary euthanasia with organ harvesting…

And now, the Belgian parliament seems likely to legalize child euthanasia: By 
an overwhelming 50-17, the senate just passed a bill allowing doctors to kill 
sick children. �e justification? It’s happening anyway... (ref1)

Also, see this evidence2 for how laws and safeguards are ignored where infractions are not 
prosecuted. Imagine the immense frustration of most of the medical establishment!

Twilight is a short period of time. An interesting timeline showing the progression of 
societal acceptance of Euthanasia is here3.

Activists and elected officials work hand in hand or glove, as it were. Once Living Wills 

—that bind doctors from treating patients— became legal documentsOnce Ll2g0 14 36cn
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F I F T EEN



If doctors, teachers and medical students say they need cadavers, who are we laypersons 
to object? However, the Protestant Conscience wants distinctions to be made.

We understand that in the outworking of human destinies, evil will be done; harmful 
and sorrowful events and circumstances will occur. For example, in transferring the kingdom 





S IXTEEN

Criteria

We are winding down 





-p o s e s   0 y  m o r e  t h  0  I  w o u l d  o b j e c t  t o  a  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  d o i n g  s o .  � e  B i b l e  s a y s ,  I t  i s  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d  t o  c o n c e a l  a  t h i n g :  b u t  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  k i n g s  i s  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  a  m a t t e r . ( P r o v  2 5 : 2 )p e r t a i n s  t o  s t a t e  m a t t e r s ,  i t  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  w h o  d e s i r e s  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  t i s s u e s   0 d  d i s e a s e s  i n  a  c a d a v e r  t h  t  m a y  r e v e a l  a  c u r e .  O r ,  f o r e n s i c  e x p e r t s  m a y  n e e d  a  c a d a v e r  t o  h e l p  s o l v e  a  c r i m e ._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _







SEVENTEEN







Other passages come to mind: The flesh is weak… (Mat 26:41); It is the spirit that 
quickeneth--the flesh profiteth nothing ( Jhn 6:63); 



less the corpse or dust from which it emanates has some invisible, continuing, unbreakable link 



peace.

It is not that God cannot regather the missing parts of an individual from other indi-
viduals or from annihilation to restore the unique person; it is that the Bible teaches there is an 
integrity of person, body and soul and spirit, whether alive or dead, for the just and the unjust. 



glory with Christ which the members of the invisible church enjoy immediately after death?” states: 
�e communion in glory with Christ which the members of the invisible 
church enjoy immediately aS0  3nher death, is, in that their souls are then made per-



EXPERT  T ES T IMONY 

The Power and the Glory

I enjoyed reading more about the Resurrection in Scripture and in the writings of well-educated 
Christians, all who now await Resurrection. Some excerpts are shared here.

We will see God in our own flesh.
For I know thad my redeemer liveth, and thad he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And 





be confirmed by the examples of Abraham, Joseph of Arimathea, and others. - 
JOHN GILL, D. D.

http://www.pbministries.org/books/lime_st/gill.htm

...why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, 
lieth waste… Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God 
of heaven. And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in 
thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may 
build it. - Neh 2:3-5





I come now to some practical thoughts from this doctrine before I go to the 



Photo by Michal Osmenda [CC-BY-SA-2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons







AFTERWORD

The Resurrection and the Sanctity of Life

With respect to sharing body parts and taking advantage of biomedical advances, there will be 
continuing divergent viewpoints among Christians. Some will trend toward encouraging the 








